Hillcrest Residents Association Minutes
November 8, 2021

Attending:  Jan Hollenberg, Laurel Lawrence, Karen Konarski-Hart, Janet Flegal, Pittman Ware, Beth Person, Marian Boyd, Tommie Kelley, Barbara Miles, Katherine Barnett Jones Antoinette Johnson, Hollenberg Caroline Reddmann, Ross Noland,

Absent: Luke Kramer 

Vice Chair Antoinette Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

Approval of Minutes:

Motion made by Pittman Ware to approve the Minutes. The motion was seconded by Caroline Reddmann and passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report: Jan Hollenberg presented the attached Treasurer’s report and commented that we have consistently stayed above $20,000 this year.  We have paid the bill to the IRS for $5000, but we have written a letter requesting to have the fees waived. We need to submit it ASAP. 

Motion made by Karen Konarski-Hart to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The motion was seconded by Janet Flegal. The motion passed unanimously. 

There was a discussion about adding two mutt mitt stations to the PHE campus. Janet Flegal suggested that we consider using biodegradable bags, which are environment-friendly and most likely cheaper than the ones we are using. Johnson agreed to contact Kim Abbott. 

Public Officials:

Tippi McCullough reported that the redistricting was completed, and they are waiting on appeals. Now the legislative district will be changing numbers. Our district number is 74. It will change a little bit and will include areas from I30 to Midtown. We will lose the Central High area. The district will be north of 630 and will pick up Colony West, Sturbridge, and some neighboring areas. etc. She reported that the general reaction is that everyone hates their new maps. She said you can view the maps by going to Arkansasredistricting.org. There will be a 30-day public input period that will take effect December 30, with the last day to make an appeal December 29th. McCullough also gave a summary of the Governor’s tax plan. 

Kathy Webb reported that there are a few votes in the next month including the 2022 budget, redistricting the maps for new city wards, and possibly eliminating the at-large positions on the board. Proposals from the Governor’s structures study group will also be considered.  Webb reminded the group to vote tomorrow for the library millage. City voted unanimously on a recycling day on Saturday at the zoo for E-waste, glass, old bicycles and shredding. On Saturday at 2:00 p.m.
The Hall High neighborhood is doing a neighborhood walk audit. It is the first step for improving the walkability of the neighborhood. (This is something that we have considered for Hillcrest.) Finally, there will be some infrastructure dollars that come to the city and state, and we still have some from the last federal bill. The city is still looking for grant money for the road diet.  

HarvestFest. Karen Konarski-Hart reported that the event was fabulous, with beautiful weather. The Hillcrest Merchants Association made $28,000 for charity. The HRA Pancake Breakfast also went well. This breakfast is for the community and not particularly to raise money, but we did this year. Marian Boyd reported the gross sales for HarvestFest. Please refer to the Treasurer’s report for these numbers.  

Holiday Decorating Contest:  Konarski-Hart encouraged everyone to participate this year. Voting will be from Thanksgiving until December 13, with 12 categories.  The only expenses are the yard signs, trophies and prizes. The Prize Patrol will show up at the winners’ houses. Residents can vote at hillcrestresidents.com/holiday decor.  Rules are addresses must be in hillcrest address. Residents can vote all you want but only one address per category. 

Barbara Miles suggested that we buy prizes instead of asking merchants to donate. The Christmas Tree Lighting will be on December 3, the first Friday. The street will close at 5 and it will start 5:30 Santa lights the tree at 6:00. The Baptist Choral group might perform after.  

Communications committee: Katherine Barnett Jones led the communications group in presenting the new proposed website. After considering Go Daddy, and having problems, they agreed to use Wix.  The group worked very hard to put together the web site.  Board members can go on-line and review. 

Boyd made a motion for the communications committee to proceed with migrating data from quick books to the wix platform, work with the membership committee, present for a board review and be up and running by the end of the year. The committee will not spend more than $200 on this initial process. Barbara Miles seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Education Committee: Ross Noland was pleased to announce that the School Milage passed. 

DOD Committee:  Bob Keltner reminded the board that the DOD committee is waiting on the board for next steps. The committee is interested in getting more involved with the road diet and bike lane issues.  

Membership Committee: Boyd reported that she has sent the current list of members back out with last names alphabetized and asked all to please review the lists and make note of friends and neighbors who ought to be there who are not and send those names and contact info to her. She reminded the board that we have ambitious goals and need to work harder to raise money. 

Arts & Aesthetics:

Boyd reported that the RFP for the mural at Canyon Grill had been completed. She asked the board for a commitment to support the cost of the mural at $3,000. Boyd reported that Daniel Bryant has committed to $2,000 toward the mural. Boyd stated that she is not comfortable putting out an RFP until a request is made to Hillcrest Merchants Association to also commit $3000. That will mean that we have $8,000 committed. Bryant agreed to make the ask of the Hillcrest Merchants Association. With a commitment of $8,000, the A&A committee would raise the balance due through a fundraiser.  

Antoinette Johnson made a Motion to proceed with the RFP process if we can also get commitment from the Hillcrest Merchants Association. Jan Hollenberg seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

As there was no other business, Konarski-Hart made a motion to adjourn. Miles seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:35. 
   
 

